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Course Syllabus   

Course Code and Title 
85327; KT521 
Cultural History of Croatia 

 

Name(s) of Lecturer(s)  
(with website link) 

Nataša Urošević 
https://fet.unipu.hr/fet/natasa.urosevic 

 

Study programme Interdisciplinary Study Programme of Culture and Tourism  

Course status 
Mandatory  
Elective 

Study level 

Professional  
Undergraduate 
Graduate 
Integrated 
Postgraduate    
(delete the excessive) 

 

Semester 
Summer 
Winter 

Study year 2nd  

Classroom location FET building 
Teaching 
language(s) 

Croatian/English  

ECTS credits 6 
Number of 
hours per 
semester 

30– 30 – 0 
(lectures – seminars - 
tutorials) 

 

Prerequisites  None  

Correlativity 
The course correlates with other courses and is harmonized with the entire 
study program of Culture and Tourism, and as an optional course it is open 
to participants of other undergraduate and graduate studies. 

 

Objective of the course  
Recognize, argue, define, describe and critically analyze key periods, events 
and personalities in the cultural history of Croatia in a wider regional and 
European context. 

 

Learning outcomes  

1. Correctly define, describe and compare fundamental terms from the 
cultural history of Croatia; 
2. Recognize and critically analyze the essential characteristics of certain 
historical periods in European and Croatian cultural history; 
3. Determine the meaning and valorization of personalities and concepts 
from the history of Croatian culture; 
4. Acquire the basic skills of researching cultural and historical sources and 
apply the acquired knowledge in future work. 

 

Course content (syllabus) 

The course presents a peculiar mosaic of very diverse topics of the history of 
Croatian culture in the European context. The cultural past of Croatia shows 
unique characteristics due to its specific border location and the influence of 
various cultural circles, but also tendencies that see diversity as the form of 
an effective whole. The lectures will follow the historical chronology, from 
prehistory and antiquity to modern times, in a wider regional and European 
context, with a special focus on Istria. 
Topics: 
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1. Croatian culture at the meeting point and crossroads of cultural circles 
(Europe and the Mediterranean) 
2. Cultural development from prehistory to antiquity: the most important 
archaeological sites in Istria and Croatia 
3. Greek and Roman colonies on the Adriatic 
4. Early Christian period 
5. Migration of peoples (settlement of Slavs and Croats) 
6. Adriatic cities: from the Romanesque to the Renaissance 
7. Triliterate and trilingual culture of the Croatian Middle Ages 
8. Humanism and Renaissance; reformation and counter-reformation 
9. Triplex Confinium 
10. Enlightenment 
11. National revival 
12. Modernism in Croatian culture 
13. Urban development of Pula as the main Austro-Hungarian war port 
14. The First World War in Istrian nonfiction (Mate Balota, Puna je Pula) 
15. Cultural history of Europe, Croatia and Istria between the two world 
wars. The tragedy of the world wars, totalitarianism, the anti-fascist 
movement and the creation of contemporary Europe. 
16. Workshop "Old Istrian Newspapers" (ino.com.hr) - research of cultural 
and historical sources 

Course activities, teaching 
and learning methods and 
assessment criteria  
(alternative modes should 
be listed in course 
requirements) 

Student responsibilities  
(delete the excessive) 

Learning 
outcomes 

Hours 
ECTS 
credits 

Grade 
ratio (%) 

 

Attendance  1-4  45 1,5 10%   

Workshop  1-4  15 0,5 5 %  

Seminar  1-4  30 1 25 %  

Written half-term   1-4  30 1 30 %   

Final exam  1-4  60 2 30 %  

Total  180 6 100%  

Additional information (assessment criteria):   

Course requirements 

For successful completion of the course, student must:  
1. Regularly attend and carefully follow classes 
2. Write, present in class and submit a seminar paper 
3. Write all three tests 
4. Pass the final oral exam 

 

Mid-term and final exam 
term 

The exam deadlines are announced on the student computer at the 
beginning of the academic year, and the test dates at the first lecture. 

 

Additional information on 
the course 

1. Teaching is conducted in the form of lectures, seminars, consultations (in 
person in the office and via e-mail) and mentoring. 
2. Lectures are intended as overviews of selected topics and do not cover 
the entire examination literature, as students are expected to be able to 
work independently intellectually. Those who wish can intervene in the 
lectures in the form of a short presentation of the chosen topic. 
3. For the seminar part, students should compose a written paper on the 
proposed topic and present it in class, with a short discussion. A printed 
copy of the paper is submitted for evaluation. Students are obliged to fulfill 
the seminar obligation by the end of the class. 
4. Continuous testing of knowledge: it is carried out two or three times per 
semester (dates are announced at the introductory lecture). Each test has 
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10 questions and carries a maximum of 10% of the grade (1 correct answer 
= 1% of the grade). A student who does not have at least 5 correct answers 
receives 0% of the grade. In the last week of classes, make-up tests are held 
for all three knowledge tests. If they wish, remedial tests can be written by 
students who did not pass a regular test, and they must be written by those 
who, for a valid reason, did not take all three regular tests. The justified 
reason must be timely and properly documented; otherwise, failure to 
attend the test is counted as 0% of the grade. The final result from the test 
is calculated as the average grade of the regular and remedial test. Students 
who did not write either the regular or remedial test lose the right to access 
the final exam and must re-enroll in the course in the following academic 
year. 
5. The seminar paper (with a presentation in class) is evaluated according 
to the quality of the work done and the presentation in class, taking into 
account the following elements: the ability to compose a coherent paper 
(with title page, introduction, elaboration of the topic, conclusion and list of 
references), clearly distinguishing important and irrelevant facts, the 
amount of spelling mistakes and the originality of the work (research and 
use of unpublished archival material or writing according to existing 
literature). Presentation skills are also evaluated (coherence, clarity, 
transparency, etc.). 
6. Final exam: admission with an achieved percentage in class of at least 
25% (otherwise – the maximum grade sufficient (E) in the final exam) 
7. It is the obligation of students to attend every lecture and every seminar 
class, and a valid excuse for absence is taken into account only in 
exceptional cases (accident, illness, etc.) 
8. A day or two before each exam, students are required to check the date 
and time of the exam.  

Bibliography 

Mandatory:  
Czerwiński, Maciej. Croatia. History, culture, ideas. International Cultural 
Centre Krakow, 2020. (excerpts) 
Črnja, Zvane: Cultural History of Croatia, Epoha, Zagreb, 1964. 
Goldstein, Ivo: Croatia. A History. Macmillan 1999. 

Ježić, Mislav (ed.). Croatia in the Heart of Europe: Mediterranean and 

Central European Cultural Landscapes of Croatia, Zagreb, 1996.  

Matijašić, Robert, Buršić-Matijašić, Klara: Classical Pula with Environs, Pula, 
1996. 
Udier, Sanda Lucija (ed.) Croatia at first sight. Textbook of Croatian 
Culture, FF Press, 2016. (excerpts) 
https://croatia.eu/index.php/en/home-en/culture 
 
Optional: 
Istrian Encyclopedia (eds. Miroslav Bertoša i Robert Matijašić), Zagreb 2005. 
Balota, Mate: Puna je Pula, AmforaPress, Pula, 2005. 
Bertoša, Miroslav: Etos i etnos zavičaja, Čakavski sabor, Istra-Rijeka, 1985. 
Bertoša, Miroslav: Povijest Istre II. Istra: Doba Venecije (XVI.-XVIII. stoljeće, 
ZN Žakan Juri, Pula, 1995. 
Bertoša, M. et al.: Pula, Tri tisućljeća mita i stvarnosti, Pula, 2005. 
Bertoša, Slaven: Svjetska povijest modernoga doba (XIX.-XIX. Stoljeće) s  
posebnim osvrtom na apeninski poluotok, Profil International, 2004. 
Bertoša, Slaven: Migracije prema Puli: primjer austrijske Istre u novom 
vijeku, Pazin, 2012. 
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Blom, Philipp: Vrtoglave godine: Europa, 1900.-1914., Fraktura, Zageb, 
2015. 
Blom, Philipp: Rastrgane godine: 1918.-1938., Fraktura, Zagreb, 2017. 
Bošković-Stulli, Maja–Zečević, Divna: Usmena i pučka književnost, Povijest 
hrvatske književnosti, knjiga 1, Zagreb 1978. 
Bratulić, Josip – Damjanović, Stjepan: Hrvatska pisana kultura, Križevci 
2005.  
Braudel, Fernand: Civilizacije kroz povijest (poglavlje Europa), Globus, 
Zagreb 1990.  
Braudel, Fernand: Sredozemlje i sredozemni svijet u doba Filipa II. 
Antibarbarus, Zagreb, 1997. 
Budak, Neven (ur.): Croatica. Hrvatski udio u svjetskoj baštini, Profil, 
Zagreb, 2007. 
Budak, N., Katunarić, V. (ur.): Hrvatski nacionalni identitet u 
globalizirajućem svijetu, Zagreb, 2010. 
Burke, Peter: Što je kulturalna povijest, Antibarbarus, Zagreb, 2006. 
Burckhardt, Jacob: Razmišljanja o svjetskoj povijesti, Prosvjeta, Zagreb, 
1999. 
Ćoralić, Lovorka (ur.): U potrazi za mirom i blagostanjem, Hrvatske zemlje 
u 18. stoljeću, Zagreb, 2013. 
Črnja, Zvane, Kulturna historija Hrvatske. Ideje-ličnosti-djela, Epoha, 
Zagreb, 1964. 
Dobrović, Ervin: Doba modernizacije 1780.-1830. More, Rijeka, Srednja 
Europa, Muzej grada Rijeke, Rijeka, 2006. 
Elias, Norbert: O procesu civilizacije, Antibarbarus, Zagreb, 1996. 
Fučić, Branko: Istarske freske, Zagreb, 1963. 
Darovec, Darko: Pregled istarske povijesti, C.A.S.H., Pula, 1997. 
Goldstein, Ivo (ur.): Hrvatska, Europa, svijet – kronologija, Novi liber, 
Zagreb, 2002. 
Gross, Mirjana (ur.): Društveni razvoj u Hrvatskoj od 16. do početka 20. 
stoljeća, Zagreb, 1981. 
Hercigonja, Eduard: Srednjovjekovna književnost, Povijest hrvatske 
književnosti, knjiga 2, Zagreb 1975. 
Ivančević, Radovan: Umjetničko blago Hrvatske, Motovun 1993. 
Ivetic, Egidio (ur.): Istra kroz vrijeme: pregled povijesti Istre s osvrtom na 
grad Rijeku, Rijeka, 2009. 
(http://www.crsrv.org/it/istra_vrijeme/homepage.html) 
Hobsbawm, Eric John: Doba revolucije: Evropa 1789-1848, Školska knjiga, 
Stvarnost, Zagreb, 1987. 
Hobsbawm, Eric John: Doba kapitala, 1848-1875, Školska knjiga, Stvarnost, 
Zagreb, 1989. 
Hobsbawm, Eric John: Doba ekstrema: Kratko dvadeseto stoljeće: 1914.-
1991., Zagrebačka naklada, Zagreb, 2009. 
Ivetic, Egidio: Adriatico orientale: atlante storico di un litorale mediterraneo, 
Rovigno - Rovinj, 2015. 
Krizmanić, Attilio: Pulska kruna, Pomorska tvrđava Pula. Fortifikacijska 
arhitektura austrijskog razdoblja. Čakavski sabor, Pula, 2009. 
Le Goff, J.: Stara i naša Europa; Matica Hrvatska, Zagreb 2004. 
Macan, Trpimir: Povijest hrvatskog naroda, Zagreb 1999. 
Mijatović, Anđelko: Iz riznice hrvatske povijesti i kulture, Zagreb 1996. 
Mikac, Jakov: Istarska škrinjica: iz kulturne baštine naroda Istre, Zagreb 
1977. 
Mirković, Mijo: Flacius, Zagreb, 1938. 
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Mirković, Mijo: Matija Vlačić Ilirik, Zagreb, 1960. 
Nazor, Anica: Knjiga o hrvatskoj glagoljici. „Ja slovo znajući govorim“, 
Erasmus naklada, Zagreb, 2008. 
Pavličević, Dragutin: Povijest Hrvatske, Zagreb 2000 
Rapacka, Joanna: Leksikon hrvatskih tradicija, Matica hrvatska, Zagreb, 
2002. 
Roberts, J.M.: Povijest Europe, AGM Zagreb, 2002. 
Rubbi, Antonio: Pula, tri tisuće godina urbaniteta, Habitat, Rovinj, 1995. 
Sergejev, Dimitrije (ur.): Hrvatska i Europa, Korijeni intergracija, Jesenski i 

Turk, Zagreb, 2007.Skupina autora: Hrvatska i Europa, knjige I-IV, Zagreb, 

2014. 

Stulli, Bernard: Povijest Dubrovačke Republike, Dubrovnik-Zagreb, 1989. 

Tomizza, Fulvio: Zlo dolazi sa sjevera, Čakavski sabor, Pula, 1989. 

Valčić, Marija: Hrvatska umjetnost u europskom kontekstu, Zaprešić, 2012. 
Vrandečić Josip – Bertoša Miroslav, Dalmacija, Dubrovnik i Istra u ranome 
novom vijeku, Zagreb 2007. 
 
Web-page: Old Istrian Newpapers:  ino.com.hr  

 
 
 


